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Avoiding Word Study Pitfalls

Fallacy Description
English Only Studying an English word rather than an original 

word
ROOT The notion that the meaning of a word is 

determined by the parts (roots) that make it up.
Time-Frame Neglecting the change of a word’s meaning over 

time,   especially after the time of the Bible
Overload Most words have a range of meanings.  But to 

state that every time a word occurs that it means 
all of those things is WRONG.
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Fallacy Description
Word Count Neglects the fact that a given word may have 

more than one meaning and the meaning is 
determined by the meaning that occurs most 
often.

Word-Concept Notion that if one understands a word meaning 
one understands the whole concept

Selective 
Evidence

looking only at passages that support your point

Avoiding Word Study Pitfalls
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